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into the hermit's room and came out beautifully
clad. The wicked Pundalik threw himself at the
women's feet and asked them who they were.
They replied that they were the . Ganges, the
Yamuna, and other sacred rivers, wherein pilgrirtfs
used to bathe. Their clothes were soiled because
of the pilgrims' sins, but they became clean again
through Kukutswami's virtues. They then rated
Pundalik as the worst sinner of them all, because of
his treatment of his parents. Pundalik's nature
changed completely. From the most cruel he be-
came the most devoted of sons and by his kindness
to his parents, he induced them to return to Dandir-
van. One day the god Krishna, who had come
southwards from Dwarka, wished to see Pundalik.
The latter was in attendance on his parents. He
refused to leave them even at a god's wish. He
threw a brick outside the door for Krishna to stand
on, while he waited. His work over, Pundalik
went outside and excused himself to Krishna. The
god so far from being angry praised Pundalik and
bade Pundalik worship him ever afterwards as
Vithoba or Him, who stood on a brick,
, In this spot hallowed by sacred legends, Dnyan-
dev made his abode and was the first of a long line
of poets. His father was one Vithoba of Apegaon,
called after the god of Pandharpur. He had no
children and in a fit of religious melancholy, he left
his wife Rakhmai and became an anchorite at
Benares. To leave a childless wife and become an
anchorite is wrong; and when Vithoba's preceptor
heard of Rakhmai, he sent Vithoba back to her.
Of their subsequent union four children were born,
Nivratti, Dnyandev, Sopana, and Muktabai!